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Under the previsicns of AR 600-k5, as amended, and sursuant to auth-
srity contained in Circular N-. 126, Headquarters NATOUSA, 2 July 1943, the
Silver Star is awerded the fnollowing named perarnnel, residence and citatinsn
as indicated:

WILLIAlY J. EMERSON, 0-430996, Caoteln, Alr Corus, United States Army.

For gallentry in action. On 15 July 1943, Captain merson was ullnt of e

B-17 on a mission to bomb the marshalling yarls at *=*==  Italy. Just orisr

t~ the t~mbing run, the group vhich he was leading was subjected to such on
intcnse and accurate barrage of anti-aircraft fire that several of the planes

in the formation were sover-ly demeged. Fift o en (15) ¢nimy fighters Inter-
cepted ‘the bLombers and began t° c ncentrate ~n the group directly nhend T
Captain Imerscn's group. Observing thet this lend group wes benring the

brunt f the enemy fire and hed nlrendy lost nne (1) oplnne, Ceptrin Imers-n

led his formati-n int~ the linc ~f fire 80 thrt the cumuletive foree of thelr

wn fire power c-uld be brought tn benr uprn the enemy., He then mpneuvered

his group i1 such & wey ea to lend meximum protection to the brdly bnttered .
leed group, although he reslized thrt this rctisn would sabject his won for-
matian”t:ﬂthuWc:ncuntrntedetthntiﬂnwﬁf”tbo,Qﬁthcking fighters, Both groups
continued over the trrget in this manner and completed a most successful
tombing run. The quick thinking rnd courrgcous nction displayed by Ceptnin
Imorson mede possible the completlon of this mission end et the seme time

kopt our .crsusltics dovn to & minimum. By his outstending leadorshin nnd
aound Judgment, he hes uph ld the highest trrditions of the Army Alr Forces.
Resldence rt nppointment: lMount Plessrnt, tichigrn. i
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